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From the desk of the National President
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etting to know more about her Air
an opportunity to get to know her
and grandson, who | just adored. Her
0 very sweet about me visiting. The
on was really a miniature version of
ational level. It had all the pomp
nd | wouldn’t have expected any-
state in which Blue Star Mothers of
N S0 many years ago. At their ban-
unity to sit with the Department
nes’ family, giving me a chance to
derful husband, daughter, and one
, who by the way is extremely lucky.
experience and | am so very proud
e been a part of it. The opportunity
time in a smaller venue sitting and
Michigan Sisters was amazing.

io. Let me say these women have
pleasure of our PNP Judy Dorsey as
r all this is her state. Though their
d from Michigan it was full of every-
SMA so very wonderful. We did crafts
80, and just had time to sit together
an opportunity to get to know the
Their convention was another expe-
ed in my memories, wonderful caring
ho touched my heart. After the
ention | had the opportunity to go to
orial park. This park is cared for by
ow a Judge. He cares for this memo-
elf, and it truly is a labor of love. If
city of Massillon in the great state of
it. During my entire trip in Ohio, Liz
s, was my tour guide. I'm so very
yortunity to get to know each other a
way to the airport | had a chance to
litary children. He has only been
h after the completion of his service
a joy that was to see and speak with
oldest son. Again another oppor-
ed in to another sister’s family, and
h we as BSMA have in common.

ended our department conventions
innesota, and Jeanne Ullmer and

y tour guides. Once again PNP Judy
mie. Let me say they kept me very
ekend. Even though their convention

is only one day, it has every component that makes our
organization unique to each one of us. At the comple-
tion of their convention | had the great pleasure of
going with them to welcome home an Honor Flight. The
Blue Star Mothers as well as the Patriot Guard Riders
and many others were there to welcome home these
veterans from DC and a trip they will always remember.
We served cookies, water and lemonade and had a brief
opportunity to interact and enjoy some of the warriors.
The next day | went with Mary Johnson and other
Minnesota Chapters to Fort Snelling National Cemetery.
We visited with Mary’s son Tom, a US Army soldier who
now rests on those sacred grounds. Then we caught up
with the chapters who were very busy placing wreaths
on the graves of our fallen. These women from this
state carry deeply the soul of our mission and another
memory | will forever treasure.

Each convention was different and unique to the wom-
en of each state, but yet fulfilling the mission of our
organization with grace and strength. My experience of
what departments do for their chapters was wonderful
to see and | learned so very much about their purpose
and the support and education they bring to their
chapters within their states. It was such an honor to be
able to install each new Department and | was so very
proud to be given the opportunity to be a part of their
conventions. | wish great success to all three of our
Departments and thank each of these states and their
Chapter Members for their hospitality and kindness in
making me feel so very welcome. This month I’'m off to
DC for Veterans Day can’t wait to share this treasured
honor with all of you.

Cyndi Ventura —National President
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If you have been newly ap-
pointed to be your chapter's
Blue to Gold Liaison, and/
or you have not been receiv-
ing the DoD casualty notifica-
tions the 3rd VP emails out,
then you may not be signed
up as a Blue to Gold Liaison,
or subscribed to receive the E
-list.

SIGN UP AND SUBSCRIBE:
Login to our National Web-
site: www.bluestarmothers.o
rg, >>My Profile >> Subscribe
to Elists: YES >> Blue to Gold
Liaison: YES

BLUE TO GOLD GUIDELINES:
Login to our National website
>> Files >>Gold Star Files
>>Blue to Gold Guidelines
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Lance Corpoxal

Joshua F¢.
May 24, 1985
= Feb. 19, 2010

Did you know you can print
out a Gold Star Banner request
form to help assist in gathering
all-important information at
once? You will find it just be-
low our guidelines.

STATESIDE CASUALTIES

If there is a stateside casualty
the 3rd VP may not have any
information on the fallen hero;
therefore, there will not be a
DoD casualty notification sent
out. When vyou gather
the information to order a
Gold Star banner for that fall-
en hero, please make sure
they were Active Duty at the
time of their death. Our organ-
ization must follow the DoD
guidelines. If they were not
active duty at the time of
their death, their family will
not receive a Gold Star Banner.
The policy is more complicat-
ed when the deceased was
a reservist, so once again, do
the research before inform-
ing the family they will receive
a Gold Star Banner. If you have
any questions or comments,
please feel free to contact me
at 3vp@bluestarmothers.us.

3"° VICE PRESIDENT - BLUE TO
GOLD

I am honored to have been elect-
ed as your 3rd Vice President, and
to represent our National Blue to
Gold program. | have always had a
passion for honoring our fallen
heroes. When | was a child, my
Grandma, Della Cromeenes, took
me along to put flags on the
graves of the fallen who were
killed in action.

After Feb 19, 2010, | made it my
personal mission to honor and
remember our fallen heroes. On
that fateful day, the Marine who
stood behind my son on the
battlefield in Afghanistan, was
killed in action by a sniper. | real-
ized that only a few feet had sepa-
rated my son from his buddy,
Joshua Birchfield (Westville, Indi-
ana), and it could have been my
door that received the dreaded
knock from the Marines. Being
your Blue to Gold allows me to
honor and remember all our fallen
heroes.

This year | have also become more
aware and involved in Veteran
suicide prevention,and would
like to find a way to end the 22
PLUS 1.
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held and the bid-
ding for these items
was fast and furi-
ous! Following the
silent auction nomi-
nations were ac-
cepted and a new
Big Dipper board
was elect-

ed. President-
Debbie Rasmus-
sen, VP Cathy Ben-
son (Both from
Chapter MI-188),
Recording Secre-
tary Shellie Page
and Treasurer Pen-
ny Wright (both of
MI-195) and Finan-

74th annual Blue Star Mothers Department of Michigan Conven

cial Secretary Kim Muller
of MI-180. The state Big
Dipper only had one ap-
plicant who qualified for
funds. Applicants are
Veterans, spouses of
Veterans, children and
grandchildren. Blue Star
Mothers, their children
and grandchildren-any of
whom are seeking to fur-
ther their education. In
the state of Michigan ap-
plicants can apply at the
state level and at the na-
tional level. For the state
level, please contact De-
partment Big Dipper
President Debbie Ras-
mussen for details, 989-
328-2981. To apply at
the national level, please
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Rutherford
at: president.b
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Memo’s from the Editor

All newsletter sub- When sending in your  If you have any
missions are due the new chapter board questions please
15th of each month. pictures please list feel free to email
If received after that positions and names.  me at

date it will be saved 2vp@bluestarmo

| will do my best to
for the next month. thers.us ol

post what is sent in as

Please remember all . . 831-236-9625
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page and only 4-5 .
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pictures.
VAVS National Represe

You cannot imagine the
smile on the face of a vet-
eran receiving a Valentine
as he/she cannot remem-
ber the last time someone
presented them with one,
particularly a handmade
one. Be careful of candy
because many of our vet-
erans cannot have sugary
treats. A few years an or-
ganization | belong to pre-
sented veterans with a
baseball cap that we
bought online which simp-
ly said "honoring our vet-
erans" and the smiles were
huge.

Anne Parker



On October 21, 2016,
at 5:30 am, the Soar-
ing Eagle Blue Star
Moms CA22, sendoff
29 WWII and Korean
Veterans on an Hon-
or Flight with some
love and snack bags.
Each snack bag con-
tains a Night light,
Kleenex packet, nap-
kin, fig bars, cookies,
trail mix, nuts, crack-

ers, Jelly Belly Beans,
hard candies
(starbrights, butter-
scotch and Werthers)
and Sugar Free can-
dies for those who
need it. For more in-
formation on Honor
Flight Snack Bags
contact Christine
Boyd
3vp@bluestarmother
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Rhode Island Chapter 1

| had the pleasure of watching
Steve Frye, 2x Irag Combat Vet,
not only riding Sgt. Xander, but
also learning to train him. Ste-
ve only began riding and work-
ing with horses 4 months ago!

| was impressed to watch Ste-
ve’s ease of haltering Sgt. Xan-
der in the paddock, saddling
him and especially riding him! 4
months is not a long time for
someone to learn to ride, build
trust with a horse who has
trust issues and build your own
confidence in the saddle. | was
able to watch Steve achieve all
of this and with such confi-
dence and pride!

As Karen & | strolled through
the wooded paths listening to
the quiet we discussed her
dreams for future expansion of
the facility, the paddocks, the
rings and the trails. She shared
some of the positive results of
Veterans, and their families,

cheron/Gypsy Vanner Draft
cross named Seargent Xander
and his sidekick Corporal
Buzz. Xander sometimes is a
bit skiddish with his own trust
issues. So a slow approach
and soft voice is the best ap-
proach for making friends
with this beautiful huge
horse. Next door is Captain
Blue, named for his beautiful
brilliant blue eye. He is as
friendly as Seargent Xander is
reserved. He was having fun
moving the miniature horses,
Freedom and Spirit, out of
the way so he could their hay.
Spirit enjoyed trying to nibble
my hair through the fence
while | was petting her and
Blue. Hard not to relax and
just chat with so much peace

surrounding you. We visited

the 2 senior, yet still very
noble, Arabians names Ish-
rab and Tabitha.

who have alre
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ground therag
culture therag
education, wc
fly tying/fishi

On a quiet, s
noon we bot
of our hopes
their families
the future.



MOMS OF MILITARY -CHAPTER NY 12

or of
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n &
ork City.
at the
on Van
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f the
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to be at the early start
of the race by mem-
bers of Semper Fi
Foundation, Hope for
the Warriors and

Homes for Heroes.
For anyone who isn’t
familiar with this story
Stephen Siller was a
member of Brooklyn
Squad 1 FDNY. On
September 11,
2001Stephen heard
about the plane
hitting the Twin Tow-

ers and instead of
keeping his golf date
he got his gear that
weighed 60 lbs

and headed into NYC.
When the Brooklyn
Battery Tunnel was
closed for security
reasons Stephen
strapped his gear on
his back and raced on
foot through the tun-
nel to the Twin Tow-
ers Stephen Siller
gave his life saving

others that day. Our

team of Moms and Dads

from our chapter were
proud to participate in
this event honoring Ste-
phen Siller’s legacy. For
further

information please
check out the website:
www.tunnel2towers.org
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Alameda, Piedmont Oakland, CA

U . (I-R) Michael "Mickey" Ganitc
Free- Fin. Sec, Pat Darnell- 1st-VP, eran (Pearl Harbor Survivor) &
eas, Gloria Amaral-2nd VP, Jeannie O'Campo (N 1stVP)

Gina Lewis-President
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Garrette. On Sept. 13"
we attended A Tribute
to World War II Veter-
ans at the American Le-
gion Post 320. Sept.
20" we guest spoke
about our Missions at
the DAV Meeting &
presented 3 raffles — “A
Home Cooked Meal by
our Blue Star Mothers
Chapter”, MRE’s. They
loved it! On Sept. 24"
we guest spoke at the
Celebrate Veterans
Group Meeting and
again presented raffles

O S

I'm Walking For

Out of the Darkness Wa

of MRE’s. They pre-
sented us with a dona-
tion towards our Home-
less to Homes Veter-
an’s Baskets & postage
for our upcoming Care
Package Mailing in No-
vember. We also at-
tended on that day, our
local VFW Building’s
monthly fundraising
dinner & were present-
ed with a donation to-
wards our Homeless to
Homes Veteran’s Bas-
kets. On Sept. 25" we
attended the Gold Star

Mother’s Cere
Arlington Natio
etery. On Sept.
BSM Sister, Ta
walked in the S
Prevention — O
Darkness Walk
walked for our
tary. On Oct. 2
delivered 8 ne
less to Home V.
Baskets.



BLUE WATER CHAPTER MI180

over 400 bikes at this popu-
lar local event which bene-
fits several worthy groups,
including our friends at Vets
Returning Home.

JULY: The Fourth was
marked by a Missing in
America funeral. This worthy
project locates, identifies,
and inters forgotten heroes.
On July 30, there was anoth-
er motorcycle run benefiting
the John Dingell VA Medical
Center. Our Jeanise Steen-
land presented a check from
the chapter—she’s a biker
chick!

AUGUST: This was the
month for making new
friends and seeing old ones
at the National Convention
in Dayton, Ohio. It was a four
days jam-packed with busi-
ness, laughter, tears, and
learning with our Blue Star
sisters from across the coun-
try. Our attending members
(Joyce Fabian, Barb Platz,
Kim Muller, and Traci Hor-
gan) were kept safe by our
military room guard “Pat.”
Two of our own were elect-
ed to National offices: Lori
Thueme is 4" Vice-President

and Carla Brodacki is Finan-
cial Secretary. Way to go, la-
dies! On the 5", Chapter 180
members, Deb Kallas and
Jeanise Steenland attended a
fundraiser held in St Clair
Shores for Stiggy's Dogs. This
non-profit organization res-
cues dogs, trains them to be
paired with a veteran with
PTS and/or a TBI. Our month-
ly meeting for August was
held at the Vets Returning
Home site in Roseville. The
BSM members were very
moved by the passionate
efforts of the staff and look
forward to a mutually re-
warding friendship with
them.

SEPTEMBER: On the 16,
Joyce, Carla and Jeanise trav-
eled to Davison to accept a
generous $2000 donation
from the Spartan Nash Foun-
dation. Others of our number
(Judy Sinclair, Rochelle Sal-
dana, Lisa Marshke, Tracy
Grant, Barb Platz, and Traci)
attended the opening cere-
mony for the Michigan Miss-
ing in Action Vigil at Resurrec-
tion Cemetery in Clinton Twp.
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e Star Families
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smorial. The

ilies Memorial

en was dedicat-

e first annual
ceremony was
nally recognized
hers Sunday,
5,2016. Gold
Sunday is the
September
llow roses, the
of American

Gold Star Mothers, were giv-
en to family members to lay
at the base of the memorial.
Gold Star Mothers Dorothy
and Ava placed the wreath of
yellow roses at the conclusion
of Gold Star Mother Rita’s
reading of the Gold Star
Mothers’ charter. Gold Star
Children Camille and Cathe-
rine placed the children’s
hand wreath that had been
made by Gold Star Children at
the conclusion of the reading
of the Blue Star Mother’s
Charter. Gold Star Child, Mi-
chael, held the flag high as he
lead the group with an out-
standing pledge of allegiance.
As each of the Fallen’s names
were read a service member
escorted the family member
to the memorial to lay their
fresh yellow rose at the base.
We were honored to have
James Moore’s 90 year old
mother travel here from Na-
ples to hear her son’s name
read and place a rose in his
remembrance. The sun shone
brightly though the scattered
clouds kept the day from be-
coming too hot, the seats
were full with plenty left
standing for the benediction
and playing of Taps by Tom
Allen from Bugles Across
America. What a fitting way
to honor and remember

Blue Star Mothers of America, Rochester, New York, Chapte

these heroes gone but not
forgotten.

Baking and Sending Love
from Home Blue Star Moth-
er Mary Anne Zani, an Auxilia-
ry member of the Cottreall-
Warner American Legion Post
942 in Webster, NY was able
to reserve the kitchen at the
post. We are grateful for the
American Legion for their
donation of the kitchen and
use of the many extra large
baking oven trays. The Blue
Star Mothers NY8 received
gift card donations to pur-
chase ingredients from
Hegedorns Market, Webster,
NY and from Sam’s Club, Hen-
rietta, NY. Blue Star Mother
Dory Braun expressed her
gratitude for the responses
she received when asked for
a donation for ingredients, “It
felt really good when | asked
for a donation and heard the
manager and store clerks
thank me for my son’s service
to our country. People really
care and want to help our
sons and daughters.” On Sat-
urday morning, Oct 1, nine
mothers walked into the
American Legion prepared
with mixing bowls, electric
mixers and extra ingredients.
It really was a lot of fun work-
ing together, laughing and
tasting the cookies.
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